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“Stay Positive”... Work Hard
and Make it Happen!
December Employee of the Month - Victor Soto

Employee of the Month, Victor Soto and Randy Arceneaux,
CEO and President of Affiliated Foods

Congratulations to Victor Soto, he was
selected Affiliated Foods Employee of
the Month for December 2018. Victor
works as an Inventory Control Clerk
under the direction of Frank Mendoza
and has been with Affiliated since August
2016. Frank tells us that Victor is a great
asset to the team. “Victor always comes
to work and is always looking for tasks to

keep busy. He never complains about
the job that needs to be done and
always has a positive view,” boasts
Frank.
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He received an Employee of the Month
plaque. Randy Arceneaux, AFI President
also congratulated...
Continued on page 3...

Ugly Sweater Contest - December 18th, 2018

1st
Place
L-R: Jeff Robinson, COO and Vice President of Affiliated
Foods; Elaine Mitchell, Buyer, 3rd Place Winner, Liz Garcia,
Buyer, 2nd Place Winner, Ernestina Sanchez, 1st Place Winner
and Randy Arceneaux, CEO and President of Affiliated Foods

Congratulations!

Ugly Sweaters Rule!

Ugly Sweater Contest 2018 Participants: L-R, Elaine Mitchell, Buyer; Cindy Craig, Executive Administrative Assistant; Liz Garcia, Buyer;
Steven Rueda, Freezer; Ernestina Sanchez, Sanitation; Aaron Ratanna, Perishable Shipping; Leticia Uyoa, Sanitation;
Charlee Hickman, Sanitation; Jazmin Lindseth, HBC; Brian Piansano, Director of Tri State Baking Operations.
Thanks for your participation in the Ugly Sweater Contest 2018 and “Congratulations to All”!
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Employee of the Month December..cont...
watching TV at home together.
Victor’s favorite food is rice. His
favorite movies are The Lord of the
Rings Trilogy.

EOM continued from page 1...
Victor on this fine achievement. We
appreciation all his hard work and
service to Affiliated. Victor will receive
250 bonus points along with a $35
gift certificate for apparel from the
Employee Portal. In addition, he
chose two $25 gift certificates from
The Plaza and Jorge’s.

Employee of the Month
December 2018, Victor Soto

Victor’s wife has been the most influential person in his life. He says she
supports him in the decisions he
makes and believes in him even
when he does not believe in himself.
Victor’s goal for the future includes
working hard to pay off their house
early.

Victor holds an Associate Degree in
Machining Technology. He has been
married to his wife, Elizabeth, since
2006. Victor enjoys spending time
with his wife. They enjoys going out
to eat, shopping, cooking out, or just

all your hard work and continued
successes. A special thanks to all our
nominees.
The Affiliated Family News

Thank you all for being part of our
company’s success. We appreciate
Courtesy of Jennifer Woods, HR

Employee of the Month November 2018 - Ruben Archuleta
Congratulations to Ruben
Archuleta, he was selected
Affiliated Foods Employee of the
Month for November 2018. He
works as an Order Selector in the
Perishable Department under the
direction of Robert Strite and has
been with Affiliated since July
2017. Robert tells us that Ruben is
an excellent employee. “Ruben has
excelled over the course of the
year and has made quite the
impression on not only his supervisors but also his co-workers,”
boasts Robert.

Ruben received an Employee of
the Month plaque. Randy
Arceneaux, AFI’s President and
CEO congratulated him for all the
hard work and exceptional service
that he has given to Affiliated.
Ruben will receive 250 bonus
points along with a $35 gift certificate for apparel from the Employee
Portal. In addition, he chose two
$25 gift certificates from The Plaza.
In his spare time, Ruben likes to
spend time with his family and
friends. He enjoys it when his family is able to go shopping together.

Ruben loves music and plays the
drums and guitar. He has a
Chihuahua named Munchies.
Ruben’s favorite food is tacos and
his favorite movie is Goodfellas
with Robert DeNiro and Ray Liotta.
Ruben’s mother has been the most
influential person in his life. He
says his mother has shown him to
stand strong in what he believes in.
Ruben’s goals for the future include
continuing to work for Affiliated and
going back to school to pursue a
degree in business management.
Courtesy of Jennifer Woods, HR

New Year 2019
The secret to living well and longer is...Eat half...
Walk double...Laugh triple and love with out measure!!!
~ Tibetan Proverb
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Employee of the Month, Ruben Archuleta and Randy
Arceneaux, CEO and President of Affiliated Foods

Love

Employee of the Month October 2018 - Maria Ibarra
Congratulations to Maria Ibarra,
she was selected Affiliated Foods
Employee of the Month for October
2018. She works as a Checker in
Perishable Receiving under the
direction of Rodney Kellison and
has been with Affiliated since June
2014. Rodney said that Maria is a
very reliable employee. “Maria
does an outstanding job. She has
really stepped up when we needed
her most and she continues to
excel daily. She always has a
smile on her face,” boasts Rodney.

Employee of the Month, Maria Ibarra and Randy Arceneaux,
CEO and President of Affiliated Foods

Maria received an Employee of the

Month plaque and hearty congratulations from Randy Arceneaux,
AFI’s President and CEO. We
appreciate all the hard work and
service she has given to Affiliated.
Maria will receive 250 bonus points
along with a $35 gift certificate for
apparel from the Employee Portal.
In addition, she chose two $25 gift
certificates from The Plaza.
Maria is married to Pedro. They
have two sons; Alex, age 11, and
Daniel, age 9. They family enjoys
spending time together and watching movies. In her spare time

Maria enjoys cooking, painting and
reading. Maria’s favorite food is
salmon. Her favorite movie is Bolt.
Maria’s mother has been the most
influential person in her life. She
says her mother has taught her
everything she knows. Maria has
learned a lot working at Affiliated.
She expressed thanks for all the
supervisors that helped her be
successful in her job. Her goals for
the future include continuing to
work for Affiliated.
Courtesy of Jennifer Woods, HR

Alejandra Villarreal - Inducted into the “Texas Women’s Hall of Fame” 2019
Fourteen of San Antonio's most influential women have just been tapped
for a new honor. The fourteen women
from Texas, whose careers range
from education to communications to
public service, were recently
announced as the newest additions to
the San Antonio Women's Hall of
Fame.
Alejandra Villarreal is one of the
women that will be inducted into the
“Texas Women’s Hall of Fame” 2019.
Alejandra Villarreal is the wife of
Manuel Tovar; Affiliated Foods
Director of Ethnic Foods. She is a
retired attorney, who began her legal
career with her father, who was also
an attorney. Her most recent position
was with the San Antonio Housing
Authority as the Chief Legal and
Administrative Officer. While at SAHA,
she established children’s libraries at
the agency’s central office as well as
all public housing developments; it
was later duplicated nationally by
HUD under Secretary Julian Castro.
She was nominated by Dr. Ellen

Fourteen of San Antonio’s finest will be inducted into
the San Antonio’s, Women’s Hall of Fame 2019

Alejandra Villarreal
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Riojas Clark & Elisa Bernal."
The announcement for the inductees
was made by the San Antonio
Women’s Hall of Fame, “Celebration
of the Season and Meet and Greet
Our 2019 Inductees Event. It was
held at the Institute of Texan Cultures
on December 4th, 2018 in San
Antonio, Texas.
She will be officially inducted at ‘The
Grand Gala” Event that will be held in
San Antonio on March 23, 2019.
Alejandra and Manuel have three children, Armando, who has a Phd in biomedical engineering, wife Christina,
Matthew, an assistant professor at
UIW, Adriana, a pharmacist at a local
hospital and three grandchildren.
Congratulations, Alejandra on all your
successes and the honor of being one
of San Antonio’s best.
Courtesy of Manuel Tovar, Director of
Ethnic Foods. References from home.
section of Mysanantonio.com

HAPPY WINTER.....

Soup, Soup, and More Soup!!!
Soup, soup and more soup... It is
winter and what can be more comforting in the bitter cold but a
steaming hot bowl of soup.

soup...i.e. Spanish gazpacho,
Russian borscht, French bouillabaisse “fish soup” and Italian minestrone! The Campbell Soup
Company was the first to introduce
canned soup...Campbell’s tomato
“The Soup Nazi” is the 116th Episode of the
soup was introduced to the world
NBC sitcom Seinfeld, which is the 6th episode of
the 7th season. It was first aired in the United
in 1897.

NO SOUP FOR YOU!

The word “soup” comes from the
french word “soupe’ which means
“broth”. Soup is considered to be
as old as the history of cooking. In
times when food was scarce,
dumping various ingredients with
spices into a pot of boiling water
was usually the only option...It was
not only cheap, but warm and filling to many families.

SOUP HAPPY.....

states on November 2nd, 1995.

Affiliated Foods carries over 337
soup varieties for our Retail members...Now that will satisfy even
the most delicate of palates.
Need to warm your tank this winter
season visit one of AFI’s Retail
Members they will get the job
done!!!

Each culture throughout the ages
adopted their own variations of

MUCH SOUP FOR YOU!

“SAY, YOU LIKE TURTLE SOUP!”
YERTLE THE TURTLE

Above & beyond December 2018
The Warehouse Management System calculates time for each store’s order pulled by the Order Selector, based on an Engineered Labor
Standard. This process helps orders to be pulled in a timely manner. This time / standard must be met at 100% by the new hire in the first 90
days to become “Qualified”. Their next upgrade will be met when they reach “1 Year of Service”.

Grocery Top Pay: Anthony Hall and Roderic Brown. Grocery
Qualified: Gabriel Hegwood, Corbyn Jones, Abel Marquez and
Kiennan Beavers

Congratulations to all.......

Courtesy of Jimmy Ross / Director of Warehouse Operations, Ralph Telles / Dry Grocery Supervisor, Jeffrey Williams / Perishable Supervisor and James Canales / HBC Supervisor
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Spotlight on the Warehouse

al
n
!
o
i
b
at Jo
s
n
e
S
Joe
Congratulations and “Sensational Job”, to Joe Constancio,
who is our newest “New Employee of the Month” for
December 2018…
Joe works in the Warehouse Return Dock Department. He
works under the supervision of Albert Perez. He began with
AFI on April 2nd, 2018.

Albert commented, “Joe came
to the Return Dock when we
were in need of a reliable person to run the pallet dock. With
very little guidance or training,
Joe learned very quickly how
to organize his area.He was
alway communicating his ideas
to his supervisors. Together
they developed a system to
clear the pallet dock efficiently
and effectively. He is always
Joe Constancio
exercising his dependability,
openmindedness, teamwork,
communication and organizational skills.

hard work. He not only is an asset to our department, but to
our company. He is one of the examples of our slogan and is
making AFI , “A Great Place to Work”!
Joe welcome to the AFI Team and we look forward to your
future with Affiliated Foods.” Keep up the “Sensational” work!!!

He also brings a fun atmosphere when we are under stress.
He is always very understanding and willing to help out in all
situations that arise.
We really appreciate Joe, he deserves recognition for all his

Courtesy of Cynthia Mauricio / Warehouse Admin Asst.

What is the Top Selling Item in the Grocery Store in the USA

Coke!!!

Coke...Believe it or not cokes,
top almost every “most common
purchased grocery store items”.
With that said...Then it is also
no surprise that Americans drink
44 gallons of soda per year.

“Coke” is used in the Southern
States as generic name for soft
drinks. “Pop” is used in the
Midwest while, “Soda” is use on
the East and West Coasts of
the USA.
Reference www.wiki.com,
www.thoughtco.com and Google

Soda!!!
Pop!!!

Virginia Chavez Retires
Congratulations to Virginia
Chavez on her retirement.
She worked in the Perishable
Sanitation Department under
the supervision of Robert
Carter. Virginia had 16+
“Years of Service”.
Randy Arceneaux, President
and CEO of Affiliated Foods
presented Virginia with a
plaque, and a check for
“Years of Service”.

Virginia Chavez and Randy Arceneuax

Thank you Virginia for being
part of our company’s
success over the years. We
greatly appreciate and value
your hard work and dedication.
May you have a blessed and
happy retirement.

The Affiliated Family News

Congratulations!
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Courtesy of Sally Perez, HR

Bakery / Deli News
days over the past year, I suggest
donating it to an after school program.
Deli Department: As it typically goes
people bring the word “diet” in the
mix, so you may want to have extra
salads made up and offer a couple of
healthy options in your hot case if you
are able to.
Here is to a great new year! Carroll

Happy 2019!!!!!!!
Well it’s January and yes it’s a whole
new beginning. So let’s get ready for
an awesome “New Year” of great
sales, $$$$$$$$.
Sunday January 6, 2019 is “El Dia De
Los Reyes” The Day Of the Three
Kings it is a Mexican celebration and
will bring in some great sales so let’s
have plenty of the traditional Roscas
de Reyes...King’s Cake, it is an oval
ring made with sweet dough and is
decorated with festive colors and has
small baby doll of the infant Jesus
tuck away somewhere in the ring, so
decorate your displays in red, white
and green.
Sales are going to be a little slow during the month of January so let’s take
some time to clean our departments
and allow some employees well
deserved vacation time. On the second week of the month you should
already have your Valentine’s Day
cookies and cupcakes survey. Also
with plenty of shelf life on these cookies it is not too early to set up your
Valentine’s Day cookie displays and
decorate in pinks, whites and reds.

Thank You for an awesome 2018 and
now I hope everyone has a great
2019! Thank You Mario

fresh new look. The Holidays are
over, but we still have the NFL play
offs in January starting with the wild
card teams on January 5th and 6th
and will continue every Sunday
throughout the month of January. The
Super Bowl is on Sunday February 3,
2019.
All these weekends are great for
sales as people are looking for party
trays, fried chicken, pizzas, sub sandwiches and many other finger foods.
Salads and desserts also do very well
so make sure you are ready for the
big games and capture as many sales
as you can.
Have fun enjoy the games and good
luck to you and your favorite team.
Thank You, Bobby

Salad
King’s Cake
Happy 2019 from Bakery/Deli
I hope everyone had a great holiday
season, it is hard to believe that we
have closed out another year. With
that being said it’s time to get geared
up for 2019.

Happy New Year
It is time to set your goals for 2019,
look at your rights and wrongs from
last year. Take a very close look at
what went right and what did not work
as well in your department…Then
apply what worked better to this coming year. Just make a plan and stick
to it!
This is also a good time to clean up
your departments and give them a

For the Bakeries: You need to get
your Valentine items ordered from
your cake decorating supplier.
January is a great month to do some
housekeeping as well! If you haven’t
touched it in over 6 months, you may
want get rid of it. It also is a great
time to clean out the freezers, if you
still have items left in there from holi-

Pizza
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Slider’s
Bobby Pena / Deli Specialist,
rpena@afiama.com; Carroll Beeler / B/D
Specialist, beeler@afiama.com; Mario
Martinez / Bakery Specialist,
mmartinez@afiama.com

Pasta e Fagioli
1 t. Shurfine Olive Oil
4 cloves garlic, finely minced
1-1/4 c. onion, finely diced
2 cans (14.5 oz.) Shurfine Chicken Broth
2 cans (15 oz.) Shurfine Crushed
Tomatoes in Puree
1 can (15 oz.) Shurfine Great Northern
Beans, do not drain
½ t. Shurfine Black Pepper
¼ c. chopped fresh parsley
2 c. Shurfine Rotini Pasta, uncooked

1. Heat the olive oil in a large stock-pot.
2. Add garlic and onions to oil and cook
until onions are golden brown and tender.
3. Add chicken broth, tomatoes, beans,
pepper and parsley. Bring to a boil.
Reduce heat and simmer, covered, for five
minutes.
4. Add rotini to the pot and simmer until
pasta is tender, approximately 10 minutes.

Warming!!!

Serve immediately.
Courtesy of David Rudder / DeJarnett and Shurfinebrands

2019

A Total Lunar Eclipse will occur on January 20th-21st,
2019, it will begin at 8:36pm in Amarillo, TX. The total
eclipse will last for 5 hours and 12 minutes. With
good weather it will be totally visible in Amarillo. The
dark area shown above will see full eclipse!!!

New Year Facts...In ancient Egypt, the new year was celebrated when the star Sirius rose around the time of sunrise. This
roughly coincided with the summer solstice and the annual
flooding of the Nile River. The original Roman calendar contained only ten months, with the new year starting on March 1.
The ancient Celts celebrated the
new year (Samhain) beginning
at dusk on October 31.

Humor
reference...www.almanac.com

“THANK YOU” to all who have contributed to the success of
the Newsletter”! A special thanks to Craig Ward, Kevin
Fortenberry and Kim Street for their continued support and
help!
The Affiliated Family News
Cathy Gallivan / AFINews.
If you have anything to contribute please e-mail the
“AFI Family News” @ www.afinews@afiama.com

1401 Farmers Avenue
Amarillo, TX 79118
806-372-3851

12/01/18
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