
1 

 August 2014 

Volume 5, Issue 11 

See AFI Announces on Page 3 

“Moving Up” at Affiliated 
Randy Arceneaux, President and CEO proudly announces promotions of Affiliated team members to key executive positions. Jeff 
Robinson has accepted the position of Chief Operating Officer for AFI, Dave Hiatt has accepted the role of Chief Financial Officer 
for us and Alan Craig has been promoted to Director of Purchasing.   
 

“Congratulations” on your promotions and for doing a fine job here for many years. You are deserving of the recognition and re-
sponsibility of the position for which you have been selected. The Affiliated Family News wishes all of you many years of contin-
ued success here at Affiliated Foods, Inc.…...                               

Alan Craig, Jeff Robinson, Randy Arceneaux and Dave Hiatt 
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The Lowe's Lady Bug won a first 
prize blue ribbon in this year's 
“Brady July Jubilee Parade” for best 
decorated auto.  My wife, Conise 
gets all the credit for the decora-
tions and driving. Pictured is my 
wife's prized 2004  VW convertible.  
The Lowe's Lady Bug was a hit at 
the parade with kids. They had their 
picture taken in the driver seat .  
 

The prize winning Lowes Lady Bug 
was later displayed at store for all to 
enjoy as well. 
 

This is the second blue ribbon this 
car has earned representing Lowe's 
Supermarket’s, it also won a blue 
ribbon in 2012. 
 

Thank you Conise! 
 

Doug Jeschke - Lowes 129 
Brady, TX 
 
 

Thank you Doug for your contribution!     
The Affiliated Family News 

                 

Fall Food Show 
August 14, 

 2014 

Conise and Doug Jeschke 

“The Lowe’s Lady Bug” -  1829  Lowes, Brady, TX 
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Jeff Robinson; Chief Operating Officer 
 

On July 28, 2014, Randy Arceneaux announced Jeff Robinson as Affiliated Foods’ Chief Operations Officer, an 
executive position vacant for many years.  Jeff will be involved in all segments of Affiliated Foods and will assist 
Mr. Arceneaux in the growth and continued stability of our company. 
 

Joining the Affiliated family in 2003 as a grocery buyer, Jeff learned our company and quickly advanced through 
the buying department to Director of Purchasing.  He launched new marketing, reclamation and planogram pro-
grams.  Implemented food safety and recall systems, restructured Purchasing department to reduce expense, im-
prove product mix skills and maintained budget goals.  Before starting with Affiliated, Jeff was a software engineer 
attached to the US Army Research Laboratory High-Performance Computing Center in Maryland.  
 

Jeff grew up in Dalhart, attended local schools and is a graduate of West Texas A&M University.  He furthered his 

education by achieving his Master of Science in Mathematics from Texas Tech University.  Jeff and wife Misti have 

one son, Weston, an elementary student at The Woodlands School. 

Affiliated  Foods, Inc. - Proud to  Announce Promotions 

Alan Craig; Director of Corporate Purchasing 
 

Alan Craig, a 37 year veteran of Affiliated Foods, was installed as the Director of Purchasing July 28, 2014.  Alan will be 
charged with overseeing category managers and buyers, managing marketing funds, negotiating best pricing programs, 
training and many other functions associated with the job while maintaining fiscal and operational leadership. 
 

Alan went to work for Affiliated in 1976 as an Order Puller while he was in college.  He also unloaded railcars “back in the 
day” when it was done by hand, one case at a time. He advanced to Forklift Driver managing overstock and pick-slot 
replenishment and then on to the front dock as Quality Control Checker.  
 

In 1983, Alan moved into the office as Buyer and became proficient in purchasing multiple categories of products, keep-
ing out of stocks at a minimum, selecting suggested ad items and negotiating with our vendors for deals and allowances. 
He moved to Category Manager last year where he saw to the training and guidance of Buyers, expanded duties in nego-
tiating for deals and allowances working with Outside Auditors. Alan is a native of Pampa, graduate of West Texas A&M 
University and is married to Cindy, our Executive Assistant to the President, and the COO.  They have four children and 
seven grandchildren and they enjoy boating, cookouts, trips to the lake cabin and just being together. 

 

Dave Hiatt; Chief Financial Officer 
 

Dave Hiatt came to the Affiliated family the latter part of 2013 as our Controller.  Dave agreed to accept the posi-
tion of Chief Financial Officer of our company and he started in that role July 28 th.  Tammie Coffee, our past CFO, 
had just retired to pursue other interest.  Dave is responsible for all aspects of accounting at Affiliated, which in-
clude the departments of payables, receivables, payroll, general ledger, in accordance to procedures and practices 
required by law, ethics and policy.  His career spans 30 plus years of accounting experience. 
 

Dave received his BBA (Accounting) from Miami University in Oxford Ohio and his Masters of Accounting from The 
University of Rhode Island.  He has plied his trade with international accounting firms like Price Waterhouse Ac-
counting Firm, had his own bookkeeping, accounting and consulting business and held top financial positions in 
food service, warehousing and manufacturing companies across the country. 
 

Dave and wife Deb are parents to five children and seven grandchildren with latest little one arriving just a few 
days ago.  He grew up on the shores of Lake Erie in Huron, Ohio.  From the Great Lakes to the Great Plains, Dave 
and family have found a home and we welcome them to the Affiliated family. 
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Courtesy of Rebecca Blythe / HR 

August  2014  -  National Immunization Month 

August is National Immunization Awareness 
Month, and although many of us already stay 
on top of immunizations for our children as 
mandated by schools, how many of us make 
sure that even as adults we take action to be 
properly immunized? The last thing we want 
to do as “grown-ups” is pass along a disease 
or illness that could have been prevented if 
we would only follow the same steps as our 
children must do.  
 

Few adults know they need vaccines other 
than flu vaccine, and even fewer are fully vac-
cinated. Are you one of the millions of adults 
not aware of the vaccines you need? Each 
year, tens of thousands of adults needlessly 
suffer, are hospitalized, and even die as a 
result of diseases that could be prevented by 

vaccines. However, a recent national Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
survey showed that most U.S. adults are not 
even aware that they need vaccines through-
out their lives to protect against diseases like 
pertussis, hepatitis, shingles and pneumococ-
cal disease. Not only can vaccine-
preventable diseases make you very sick, but 
if you get sick, you may risk spreading certain 
diseases to others. That’s a risk most of us 
do not want to take. Infants, older adults and 
people with weakened immune systems (like 
those undergoing cancer treatment) are es-
pecially vulnerable to infectious diseases. 
They are also more likely to have severe ill-
ness and complications if they do get sick. 
You can help protect your health and the 
health of your loved ones by getting your rec-

ommended vaccines. You can follow the 
chart below to see what vaccines are recom-
mended for you by age group and by medical 
condition.   
   

Also, getting vaccinated is easier than you 
think. Adults can get vaccines at doctors’ of-
fices, pharmacies, workplaces, health clinics 
and health departments. In addition, many 
vaccines are covered by our company health 
plan. To see which of these apply to you, call 
UMR’s Member Services at 866-494-4502. 
 

Source: National Public Health Information 
Coalition, National Immunization Awareness 
Month Toolkit 

For the complete chart with 
footnotes go to: http://
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
schedules/downloads/adult/
adult-schedule-easy-read.pdf 

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/downloads/adult/adult-schedule-easy-read.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/downloads/adult/adult-schedule-easy-read.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/downloads/adult/adult-schedule-easy-read.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/downloads/adult/adult-schedule-easy-read.pdf
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Tammie Coffee Says “Good Bye to AFI” 

 

Friends and co-workers gathered for a going away party on June 30th, 2014 to wish Tammie 
Coffee; Vice President and CFO, well wishes on her future.  Cake and punch was served for 
this special occasion.   
 

Tammie  began with AFI on April 4th, l996, that is 18 plus years of service for our company.  
 

Tammie’s dream was always to travel, so, Europe here she comes.  We would like to wish her 
well, as she jets off into the sunset for new beginnings and great new travel adventures. 
  

The Affiliated Family News 
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At Affiliated Foods, when we hire a new order selector there is a working standard that must be met in the first 60 days of employment.  The Warehouse Man-
agement System calculates time for each store order based on Engineered Labor Standard.  This time standard must be met at 100% by the first 60 days.  Once 
the selector achieves 100% of standard and keeps that standard or above, they become qualified order selectors.   This process helps orders to be pulled in a 

timely manner.  August...Above and Beyond… 

Courtesy of Jimmy Ross / Director of Warehouse Operations, David Trimble / Assistant Director of Warehouse Operations, 
Enrique Barreras / Dry Grocery Supervisor, Ralph Telles / Perishable Supervisor and Israel Guajardo / HBC Supervisor 

AFI’s Warehouse Incentive Program 

 Employee of the Month August -  Lori Ramirez                                        

Grocery Top Pay:  Jeremy Sherill, Frank Segura  Grocery Qualified:   Andrew Perez, Manuel Barrera, Justin Allison, Tchimwa 

Sougang, Erick Gonzales, Edgar Guzman, Esteban Luevano   HBC Top Pay:    David Barboza 

Congratulations to Lori Ramirez for being selected as the Employee of the Month for August.  

Lori will complete two years of service in September.  Lori began her career with AFI work-

ing at Panhandle Salvage Center and transferred to the warehouse in March, 2014.  Lori 

works under the direction of Freddy Jimenez in Grocery Returns and Sanitation.  Freddy 

believes Lori shows everyone what life at AFI is all about.  “Lori is a hard worker, does eve-

rything with a smile, and works to get the job done” says Freddy.  She has been a great addi-

tion to the crew. 
 

Lori has four children; Zana, age 18; Noah, age 13; Joslynn, age 6; and Abraham, age 5.  She 

loves to spend time outside with the kids.  In her spare time, she likes to run or jog.  She is 

determined to keep herself and her kids healthy and discourages them from sitting in front of 

the television.  They try to spend time at the park every day.  The family has a Chihuahua 

named Bud.  She loves to eat healthy and when they watch movies, they watch Disney. 
 

The most influential people in her life have been her mom and mother-in-law.  These two 

women are always there for her and give her good advice.  Lori loves her job and plans to 

stay with Affiliated. 
 

She selected gift certificates from Jorge’s Mexican Cantina and The Plaza.  Lori will also 

receive an additional 250 safety bonus points.   Thanks for all you do, Lori.  Congratulations! 
 

The following employees were also nominated this month.  Congratulations to all! 
 

Arturo Flores, Alfredo Gonzales, Oscar Machado, Victor Ramirez and Emory Weatherton 

Above & Beyond 

Randy Arceneaux, President and CEO presents the   
“Employee of the Month” award to Lori Ramirez 
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What’s going on?? 
 

  There are a lot of things going on 
in August.  We have Baseball in full 
swing, Football season kicking off, 
Kids going back to school and our 
Food Show in Amarillo. For all of 
you that were able to attend the 
Food Show thank you very much 
and I hope you enjoyed the show 
and for those of you that could not 
make it we missed you and hope 
you will make plans to attend the 
next one. We have two items doing 
very well in the stores that have 
them. I am talking about the 
Reser’s single serve 3.5 oz. Origi-
nal potato salad and the single 
serve 3.5 oz. Reser’s Elbow Maca-
roni salad. These two items are 
great for kid’s lunch boxes and also 
make a great tie in with your sand-
wich section. The cost on these two 

items is .43 cents per unit and sug-
gested retail is .69 cents for a 37.7 
% gross margin. I have stores that 
are selling these items for .99 cents 
a unit so let’s do the math and see 
what you are missing on if you do 
not carry these two great items. 
Let’s face it they are cheaper than 
a bag of chips and you can stack 
them up next to your sandwiches, 
sometimes customers don’t have 
the time to wait and want some-
thing that they can grab and go and 
these are just perfect for the people 
on the run. I thank all of you for 
your support and hope to see you 
soon. Thank you! Bobby 

August 2014 

This month is a slow month for the 
bakery, but again we can make it a 

successful month by taking ad-
vantage of some of the activities 
going on this month.  
  First, I recommend all stores to be 
ready for back to school with differ-
ent displays. Have displays of 
sliced cream cakes, cookies, and 
any individually wrapped items like  
mini muffins, etc.   
  Second, our fall food show will be 
on August 14th.  We are going to 
have some new items to present 
and different ideas on how to dis-
play our products.  Remember that 
the packaging and the items used 
to merchandise bakery products 
are included in what you can buy 
from us.  This includes packaging, 
trays, tables, showcases, etc.  We 
are going to be demonstrating how 
to make chocolate fudge hands on 
so I recommend for all stores to 
attend this food show.  It is going to 

be a great show.    
  Also you may want to start getting 
ready for Labor Day weekend 
which is on September 1st.  Order 
patriotic cakes and make sure to 
prepare and order items to make a 
patriotic display.   
  As we are having our fall food 
show this month like every year, it 
is your opportunity to take the time 
to prepare for the upcoming Hal-
loween, Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas holidays. So at the food show 
make sure and observe, and ask 
questions as we are there to help 
you increase your sales for the holi-
days, which is the best time of the 
year for the bakeries….Jaime     

Jaime Ortega / Sales Manager / B/D 
jortega@afiama.com 

Bobby Pena / Deli Specialist 
rpena@afiama.com 

AFI Bakery / Deli News 

Retirements Announced 

  

 

Sherry Holbrook Carolyn Duckworth 

Congratulations, Sherry Holbrook on your retirement. 

Sherry was an A/R Clerk in the Accounts Receivable 

Dept. under the supervision of Brenda Hernandez. She  

had 13 plus Years of Service with Affiliated. 

Congratulations, Carolyn Duckworth on your retire-

ment. Carolyn was an A/R Clerk in the Accounts Re-

ceivable Dept. under the supervision of Brenda Hernan-

dez. She had 25 plus Years of Service with Affiliated. 
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1401 Farmers Avenue 

Amarillo, TX 79118 

806-372-3851 

 

“THANK YOU” to all who have contributed to the success of the Newsletter”!  A special thanks to Dale Thompson and Kevin Fortenberry for their continued support and help!    

The Affiliated Family News /  Cathy Gallivan / afinews@afiama.com  

If you have any thing to contribute please e-mail the “AFI Family News” @ www.afinews@afiama.com 

Infused Healthy Water 

  

Infuse: soak (tea, herbs, etc.) in liquid to 
extract the flavor or healing properties. 
 
Infused water is much more healthier than 
sodas or sweet tea, but much more exciting 
than regular water. Infuse your water with 
fruits, vegetables and herbs.  
 

There are several you can make:  
 

Lemon, Tomato-Basil, Lime, Orange, 
Strawberry-Cucumber, Orange-Fennel,  
Cantaloupe, Lemon-Lime, Grapefruit, Citrus-Cucumber, Citrus-Cilantro, Rose-
mary–Grapefruit, Raspberry-Lemon, Watermelon-Mint, Blueberry and the possi-
bilities go on and on!   
 

If you plan to drink rather quickly add to Sparkling Water, for a real twist! 
 
Make a single glass or a pitcher….Picture a hot August night, how refreshing 
infused water will be for you and your family. Enjoy the last days of summer 
while you can...School is about to be in session and Autumn is just around the 
corner! 

"What lies behind us and 

what lies before us are tiny 

matters compared to what 

lies within us."  ~ Unknown 


